CHAPTER V
THE RELIGIONS OF INDIA

MANY MANSIONS

THE many religions of India are a matter of much marvel
to those who try to understand the country, without the
leisure and the knowledge to study the matter at length.
It is known that India is a world of antagonistical and jarring
faiths with outlook on the world that nothing can reconcile,
and of countless minor cults and beliefs. The religions of
India may be indicated briefly enough, under certain names,
two main divisions and many lesser ones, but some of those
names themselves are ever-expanding portmanteaus. The
religions expressed in those general terms are first the two
main ones: Hinduism, the religion of the people of Hind;
Islam, the faith of The Submission', submission to the will
of God, which is the true name for what we may call Muham-
madanism. Then come lesser divisions: Buddhism, Jainism,
Zoroastrianism (the faith of Parsees), Christianity, Sikhism,
Judaism, Animism. That in itself is a formidable list, but
is nothing to the ramifications that are covered by the word
Hinduism. Even mighty Islam, the least contentious of
faiths, and the simplest for a thinker to understand, has two
great divisions and several lesser ones further from each
other in sympathy and doctrine than even the branches and
systems of the Christian faith. These different creeds, how-
ever, are all easy to explain in outline, with the exception
of the complex assembly which exists under the umbrella
of what is usually termed inaccurately, but conveniently,
Hinduism.
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